AUDITION REPERTOIRE (SONGS & MONOLOGUES)



MONOLOGUES you should have memorized for an audition


1. Contemporary Monologue- Written in the last 10-15 years

2. Classical Monologue- Written Ancient to 1900

3. Comedic Monologue- Contemporary AND Classic

4. Dramatic Monologue- Contemporary AND Classic

5.Shakespeare Monologue- Comedic AND Dramatic

6. Musical Theatre Monologue- Either followed immediately by song or not

7. Patriotic Monologue- Written by someone from your country or local

8. Movie Monologue- For FILM auditions ONLY

9. TOP PICK- For auditions with few restrictions

10. Non-traditional Monologue- NOT from a play or movie

11. Written by you

The 12 Guideposts for Monologues by Michael Shurtleff
1. Relationship – More than just your family or friend relationship, this guidepost asks you to think about how you feel about this person and about your relationship to them.

2. What are you fighting for? What do you actively want from the person you are talking to? 

3. The Moment Before What has happened right before you start to talk? What events have brought you to this moment?

4. Humor This is not making something funny, but it is finding the lighter side of the monologue and trying to inject it in.

5. Opposites Finding the contradictions in your character help to make the character more human. Make positive choices.

6. Discoveries Characters always discover something new in a scene. This could be as simply as something being told to them for the first time, and this could be that they realize something that has been in front of them the whole time.

7. Communication and Competition Ask yourself, “am I sending out and taking in feelings, or am I just talking?” Competition= the actor saying two things, “I am right, and you are wrong,” and “you should change from what you are to what I think you should be.”

8. Importance Everyday Life is not exciting onstage. Drama is about the most important moments of the characters’ lives. Make important choices.

9. Find the Events What is happening in this scene and what are the changes that occur in this scene? The events of the play must progress forward.

10. Place Using your creative imagination, you must create the place that your scene is to take place. It must be specific to you.

11. Game playing and Role playing You have to play the game of acting. It is not make believe, but it is having fun with the choices that you make and the character that you are playing. Having fun comes from positive choices rather than negative choices.

12. Mystery and Secret Buried within the lines, each character has a sense of mystery or a secret that they may not want the other characters to know.
SONGS you should have memorized for an audition


1. Upbeat or Ballad: Song used for audition with many restrictions (16-32 bars)
2. Upbeat or Ballad: Song used for audition with little/no restrictions
3. Legit: A classic or “pretty” sounding song
4. Golden Age Broadway: Porter, Gershwin, Rogers and Hart 

5. Contemporary 1980’s- 2000’s: Jason Robert Brown, La Chiusa, Schwartz
6. Non-musical theatre Standards: pop, country, or other genres

7. Operetta/ Opera Song: Gilbert & Sullivan, Leonard Bernstein

8. Comedy Song

When you are preparing a song to sing for an audition or as part of a performance, you need to ask yourself the following questions:

-Who sings the song?

-What do you know about this character?

-Where is the character in terms of location and time period?

-Who is the character singing to and where is this person located?

-What is the relationship between the character and the person to whom he/she is singing?

-Where in the show does this song occur?

-What has happened just before the character started singing?

-Why does the character feel compelled to sing in this moment?

-What are the primary ideas/emotions the character is expressing in the song?

-How does the character change from beginning to end of the song?

-What does singing the song accomplish for the character?

-Once you have answered these questions, ask yourself - how will your singing reflect this?



AUDITION TIPS

-Choose an audition monologue that has some sort of change in the character from beginning to end. This shows range of acting and an understanding of beats.

-Choose an audition monologue that is appropriate for you and life experience. Don't choose the monologue of a character you cannot identify with.

-Choose an audition monologue that is appropriate for the showyou are auditioning for.

-Choose an audition monologue that interests you, with a subject that you either know about, or can at least identify with. If you find a monologue you really like but don't know enough about the subject, do some research.

-Do not choose an audition monologue that requires an accent unless it is specifically asked for.

-Make sure that you like your monologue. If you don't enjoy performing it, there's no point.

-Either avoid choosing an audition monologue that is too long, or cut it down to size. 

-Most audition monologues should be about one to two minutes in length. If the audition notice specifies that it must be of a certain length, time it very carefully several times and edit it if necessary. 

-It is okay to cut down and modify a script to create a monologue, but if you have made significant changes make sure to list it as an "adaptation". 

-Cut a two person scene down by taking out the dialogue of the other character in a scene.

-Do not use monologues that were written as stand-alone monologues.

-Do not perform a monologue in an audition without reading the play it is from.



